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I am a graduate of the Royal College of Art and an interior designer/lecturer author 
and artist based in England. I have visited GSA several times in my career for two 
reasons: 1) CR Mackintosh was one of the greatest architects of the 20th century 2) 
The high reputation of the school. I have the following points to raise with regard to its 
future: 

1 When I visited GSA in the 1980’s I was in awe of the building to such an extent 
that I could not believe that it was in use and open to the wear and tear of students 
and their activities. I felt that it was sacrilegious to continue to use a masterpiece that 
should have become a museum as so many historic buildings have become that have 
become overtaken by modern usage. The building had to be adapted with updated 
building services over the years which, combined with human error of misuse, 
ultimately led to these tragic fires. 

2 To rebuild the school is not a viable solution because a new build is a new build 
and cannot replicate the old; to produce an aged building would be like creating a fake 
with all its hidden 21st century technology. 

3 If there is enough structure left after such damage and there are sufficient 
recognisable bones of the building then I think the best solution would be to make 
good and safe what remains of the structure so that it can receive the following 
attention under the control of GSA and relevant stakeholders: 

• To set up a design competition by using the existing restored structure and 
combining it with new additions in order that a museum can be built that 
communicates the essential spirit of what the building was all about and how it 
was used. This would obviously be roofed over to conform with this resurgence 
of spirit.  

• These additions would be part structure, part display with graphics and lighting 
as interpretative elements of the original design of the building. 

• The benefits to the community of GSA, the local population and visitors would 
be that this new awakened centre would be a fitting memorial to Mackintosh as 
a place of learning and appreciation.    

If such an idea was welcomed I would gladly offer my services to assist in any way I 
can in future discussion, working party or whatever. 

 


